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Press release
Announced the 5 archaeological discoveries that are candidates for the victory of the 5th edition of the International Archaeological Discovery Award “Khaled al-Asaad”, 

promoted by Mediterranean Exchange of Archaeological Tourism and Archeo

The Award Ceremony will take place on Friday, November 15th 

during the XXII edition of the Exchange in Paestum (Italy)

The 22nd edition of the Mediterranean Exchange of Archaeological Tourism will be held from November 14th to 17th 2019 in Paestum (Italy): home of the only exhibition hall in the world dedicated to archaeological heritage; place for the study and debate on cultural heritage and tourism issues; meeting place for professional business, tourist and cultural operators and for travellers; business opportunity with the Workshop between foreign buyers and cultural and archaeological tourism offer.

Since 2015, the Mediterranean Exchange of Archaeological Tourism and Archeo, leading Italian archaeological magazine, have introduced the International Archaeological Discovery Award “Khaled al-Asaad”, named after the archaeologist of Palmyra who paid with his life the protection of cultural heritage, in collaboration with the magazines: Antike Welt (Germany), Archéologia (France), as. Archäologie der Schweiz (Switzerland), Current Archaeology (United Kingdom), Dossiers d’Archéologie (France).

The Award is a recognition dedicated to archaeologists, who with sacrifice, dedication, competence and scientific research live their job both as scholars of the past and as professionals working for their territory. 

In the first edition (2015) winner of the Award has been Katerina Peristeri, head of the excavations for the Tomb of Amphipolis (Greece), with the participation of Mounir Bouchenaki Special Adviser of UNESCO Director-General, Silvia Costa President of the Committee for Culture and Education of the European Parliament, Moncef Ben Moussa Curator of the Museum of the Bardo in Tunis.

The second edition (2016) has rewarded the INRAP Institut National de Recherches Archéologiques Préventives (France), in the person of President Dominique Garcia, for the discovery of the Celtic Tomb of Lavau, with the presence of Fayrouz Asaad, archaeologist and daughter of Khaled al-Asaad, and Mohamad Saleh Last Director for Tourism of Palmyra.

In 2017, in its third edition, the Award has been assigned to the discovery of a large Bronze Age city in Northern Iraq, next to the small Kurdish village of Bassetki  in the autonomous region of Kurdistan, made by Peter Pfälzner, Archaeologist and Coordinator of the archaeological mission of IANES Institute Ancient Near Eastern Studies University of Tubingen. The three sons of Khaled al-Asaad, Fayrouz, Walid and Omar, all archaeologists themselves, were present at the ceremony.

In 2018, in the fourth edition, the Award has been assigned to Benjamin Clement, Archaeologist and Associated Researcher at Laboratoire ArAr, Archéologie et Archéométrie, for the discovery of the “Little Pompeii” in Vienne, France. 
The Award will be assigned to the first classified archaeological discovery, according to the recommendations received by each magazine.

Moreover, a “Special Award” will be assigned to the archaeological discovery which will receive more approval from the wide public through the Facebook page of the Mediterranean Exchange of Archaeological Tourism between 17 June and 30 September.

The five archaeological discoveries of 2018 candidate for the victory of the fifth edition are:

· Bulgaria: under the Black Sea the most ancient intact shipwreck of the world;

· Egypt: at Saqqara, south of Cairo, an ancient mummification workshop;

· Italy: the inscription and villas discovered in Pompeii;

· Jordan: the most ancient bread of the world;

· Switzerland: the most ancient metal hand found in Europe.

The Director of the Exchange Ugo Picarelli and the Director of Archeo Andreas M. Steiner shared this common path, aware that “today, civilizations and cultures of the past and their relations with the surrounding environment are more and more important to rediscover the identities, in a global society which is dispersing its values”.

The International Archaeological Discovery Award “Khaled al-Asaad”, therefore, aims to spread the exchange of experiences, represented by international discoveries, also as best practices of intercultural dialogue. 

The Award Ceremony will take place on Friday, November 15th during the 22nd edition of the Mediterranean Exchange of Archaeological Tourism.

More info: https://www.borsaturismoarcheologico.it/en/premio-khaled-al-asaad/
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