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The 5 archaeological discoveries in 3 continents that are candidates for the victory of the 6th edition of the International Archaeological Discovery Award “Khaled al-Asaad”, 

have been announced

From this year among the media partners also Archäologie in Deutschland and British Archaeology, the magazine of prestigious Council for British Archaeology
The Award, promoted by the Mediterranean Exchange of Archaeological Tourism and Archeo, will be assigned in Paestum on November 20th during the 23rd edition of the Exchange

The Mediterranean Exchange of Archaeological Tourism decided to pay homage to archaeological discoveries with an annual Award assigned in collaboration with Archeo, the first and only monthly Italian archaeological newspaper, and prestigious international magazines, for many editions traditional media partner of the Exchange: Antike Welt (Germany), Archéologia (France), as. Archäologie der Schweiz (Switzerland), Current Archaeology (United Kingdom), Dossiers d’Archéologie (France), from this year also with Archäologie in Deutschland (Germany) and British Archaeology (United Kingdom), the magazine of Council for British Archaeology.
The International Archaeological Discovery Award “Khaled al-Asaad” is named after the archaeologist of Palmyra, who since 1963 for about 50 years was the head of antiquities, before his archaeologist son Waleed succeeded him. In mid-July 2015 Khaled al-Asaad was kidnapped by ISIS jihadists, repeatedly tortured and beheaded on August 18th, then hanged to a column on the square in front of the Museum of the new section of Palmyra (today named Tadmur), after he managed to hide thousands of statues before Islamic extremists arrived to conquer, in May, the “bride of the desert”, the ancient Roman city in Syria, UNESCO World Heritage site since 1980.
The Award, at its 6th edition, has been assigned since 2015 at the presence of the three archaeologist children of Khaled al-Asaad: Waleed (last Director of the archaeological area of Palmyra), Fayrouz and Omar and it is the only global prize dedicated to the world of archaeology and in particular to its protagonists, the archaeologists, who with sacrifice, dedication, competence and scientific research live their job, both as scholars of the past and as professionals working for their territory.
The due tribute to the sacrifice of Khaled al-Asaad, shared with the Editor in Chief of Archeo Andreas Steiner and with foreign magazines, originated from the consideration that “civilizations and cultures of the past and their relations with the surrounding environment could assume with that carnage a greater importance connected to the rediscovery of identities, in a global society which dispersed more and more its values”.

Therefore, the Award is characterized by the spreading of an exchange of experiences, represented by international discoveries, also as best practices of intercultural dialogue and cooperation among people.

In 2015 the winner of the Award has been Katerina Peristeri, head of the excavations for the Tomb of Amphipolis (Greece); the second edition (2016) has rewarded the INRAP Institut National de Recherches Archéologiques Préventives (France), in the person of President Dominique Garcia, for the discovery of the Celtic Tomb of Lavau; in 2017 the Award has been assigned to Peter Pfälzner, Director of the archaeological mission which discovered the Bronze Age city near the small Kurdish village of Bassetki; in 2018 to Benjamin Clement, the archaeologist leading the dig, for the discovery of the “Little Pompeii” in Vienne (France) and in 2019 to Jonathan Adams, Responsible of the Black Sea Maritime Archaeology Project (MAP) for the discovery of the most ancient intact shipwreck of the world, under the Black Sea off the coast of Bulgaria, at the presence of Fayrouz, the archaeologist daughter of Khaled al-Asaad.

The Award is assigned to the first classified archaeological discovery, according to the recommendations received by each magazine, which will signal five discoveries. Moreover, a “Special Award” will be attributed online to the archaeological discovery which will receive more approval from the wide public through the Facebook page of the Exchange (www.facebook.com/borsamediterraneaturismoarcheologico) in the period June 1st - September 30th.
The five archaeological discoveries of 2019 which are candidate for the victory of the 6th edition of the International Archaeological Discovery Award “Khaled al-Asaad”, are:
-Cambodia: the lost city of Mahendraparvata capital of the Khmer empire in the jungle on the hills of Phnom Kulen, north-east of Angkor;

-Iraq: in Kurdistan at the Faydah site, 50 km from Mosul, ten Assyrian stone reliefs, the gods of Ancient Mesopotamia;

-Italy: in Rome the Domus Aurea (Golden House) reveals a new treasure, the Sphinx Room;

-Italy: in the ancient city of Vulci an Etruscan statue, of the sixth century BC, depicting a winged lion;
-Israel: in Motza, 5 km north-west of Jerusalem, a 9,000-year-old Neolithic metropolis.
The Awards will be assigned on Friday, November 20th during the 23rd edition of the Mediterranean Exchange of Archaeological Tourism, in Paestum from November 19th to 22nd, 2020.

For more information about the discoveries:
https://www.borsaturismoarcheologico.it/en/premio-khaled-al-asaad
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