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The 23rd Mediterranean Exchange of Archaeological Tourism
in Paestum from November 19th to 22nd
for the relaunch of archaeological tourism in a more and more 
experiential and sustainable perspective
The 23rd Mediterranean Exchange of Archaeological Tourism will take place in Paestum from Thursday, November 19th to Sunday, November 22nd IN A REGIME OF SAFETY AND RESPECTING SANITARY PROTOCOLS.
The goal of the event is to promote sites and destinations of great archaeological value, to facilitate marketing, to help create de-seasonalization, to increase economic opportunities and employment effects, to study and disseminate the themes of cultural tourism and heritage, to be a meeting place for professionals, tourism and cultural operators, travellers, enthusiasts.
It is important to underline the development of cooperation between people (the presence of the Director of the Bardo Museum of Tunis and of the children of Khaled al-Asaad is proof of the commitment that, more and more in the last years, the Exchange wanted to assume, as a bridge for intercultural dialogue and a best practice of cultural diplomacy) that the event pursues with the annual presence of Countries not only of the Mediterranean area and through the discussion and sharing of experience with the participation of 300 speakers, 100 journalists, 120 operators of the offer and the organization of 60 conferences and meetings.
The Exchange features prestigious collaborations of international organizations like UNESCO and UNWTO and the participation of MiBACT Ministero per i Beni e le Attività Culturali e per il Turismo with 300 sq mt of exhibition area.
One of the initiatives of the Programme of Conference 2020 is the First Mediterranean Conference on Underwater Archaeological Tourism.
The project is developed starting from the consideration that there are still few underwater itineraries or archaeological areas that are equipped and open to the public, in Italy and internationally. In reality, many underwater archaeological sites are destination of visits, also guided ones, of local diving clubs, but they are not preserved and, anyway, they lack signage and didactic organization for the visit.
The request of certification of an European Cultural Route to the Council of Europe aims to underline the potentialities of underwater archaeological tourism for the local development of many destinations, also the ones that are far from the most famous localities, that need new tourism offer characterized by preservation, authentic experiences and sustainability.

Gabriella Battaini-Dragoni, Deputy Secretary General of the Council of Europe, announced her presence at the Exchange. Since the start of her brilliant career as Director General of Education, Culture and Heritage, Youth and Sport she was the creator of the European Cultural Routes programme (that started in 1987 with the recognition of the Way of St. James) and of the constitution of the European Institute of Cultural Routes, established in Luxembourg in 1998.
The “European Cultural Route of the underwater archaeological sites of the Mediterranean Sea” (a network that will connect Campania, Apulia, Sicily, Egypt, Greece and Israel through the sites of Baia Sommersa in the Archaeological Park of the Phlegrean Fields, of Tremiti Islands, of Ustica-Egadi-Pantelleria, of Alexandria, of Pavlopetri and of Caesarea Maritima) is a key resource for responsible tourism and sustainable development.
Underwater sites are the destination of a growing number of tourists. Nowadays, travellers are looking more and more for an experiential tourism, in contact with nature and territorial identities, so an amphora, an anchor or an ancient structure underwater are essential part of the natural world, not just relics.
Therefore, underwater archaeological tourism has characteristics that make it a unique experience and that enhance some elements of the traditional tourism.

12 UNIQUE EVENTS ALL IN ONE EXCHANGE
The Exchange, with its 100 exhibitors, 20 of whom are Foreign Countries, is home of the biggest world Exhibition Hall dedicated to archaeological heritage: place for the study and debate on cultural heritage and tourism issues; meeting place for professionals, tourism and cultural operators, travellers, enthusiasts, school and university world.
WORKSHOP The Workshop is a business opportunity between demand and offer of cultural tourism: the operators will have the possibility to meet buyers selected by ENIT coming from 8 European Countries (Austria, Belgium, France, Netherlands, Germany, Spain, Switzerland, United Kingdom). Moreover, to also support the meeting with national demand, the Exchange invited tour operators that promote Italian tourism – archaeological destinations to participate in the Workshop in the ArchaeoIncoming section.

THE SECTIONS
ArchaeoExperience, Workshop of Experimental Archaeology for the diffusion of techniques used for the manufacturing of everyday tools.
ArchaeoIncoming, Exhibition area and Workshop with the tour operators that promote the Italian destinations for the incoming of archaeological tourism.
ArchaeoMeetings, Press conferences and presentations of cultural and territorial development projects.
ArchaeoWorking, Exhibition area dedicated to Universities, presentation of educational offer and professional figures for post High School and post Degree orientation-
ArchaeoStartUp, Presentation of new cultural enterprises and innovative projects on cultural tourism and valorisation of archaeological heritage in collaboration with Associazione Startup Turismo.
ArchaeoVirtual, international Exhibition and Workshop of virtual reality and robotics in collaboration with ISPC Istituto di Scienze del Patrimonio Culturale of CNR.
Conferences, Government and Trade Organizations, Institutions and Local Bodies, Cultural and Professional Associations discuss the promotion of cultural tourism, the valorization, management and fruition of heritage.
Meet the Protagonists, the great public with the most famous cultural Educators, Archaeologists, Directors of Museums, Scholars, Journalists.
International Archaeological Discovery Award “Khaled al-Asaad”, the Award for the archaeological discovery of the year named after the archaeologist of Palmyra who paid with his life the defence of heritage.
“Antonella Fiammenghi”, “Paestum Mario Napoli”, “Sebastiano Tusa” Awards, assigned respectively to authors of graduation thesis on archaeological tourism and to personalities committed to archaeology, intercultural dialogue, underwater archaeological tourism.
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