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Press release
The discovery of “hundreds of sarcophagi in the necropolis of Saqqara in Egypt” is the winner of the 7th edition of the International Archaeological Discovery Award “Khaled al-Asaad”, promoted by the Mediterranean Exchange of Archaeological Tourism and Archeo.
The 23rd Mediterranean Exchange of Archaeological Tourism will take place in Paestum from November 25th to 28th, 2021


The International Archaeological Discovery Award, named after Khaled al-Asaad, Director of the archaeological area and of the Museum of Palmyra from 1963 to 2003, who paid with his life the defense of cultural heritage, is the only global prize dedicated to the world of archaeology and particularly to its protagonists, the archaeologists, who with sacrifice, dedication, competence and scientific research live their job, both as scholars of the past and as professionals working for their territory.

The Mediterranean Exchange of Archaeological Tourism and Archeo, the first Italian archaeological magazine, decided to pay the due homage to discoveries with an annual Award assigned in collaboration with the international magazines, traditional media partners of the Exchange: Antike Welt (Germany), Archäologie in Deutschland (Germany, Archéologia (France), as. Archäologie der Schweiz (Switzerland), Current Archaeology (United Kingdom), Dossiers d’Archéologie (France).

In 2015 the Award has been assigned to Katerina Peristeri, head of the excavations, for the discovery of the Tomb of Amphipolis (Greece); in 2016 to INRAP Institut National de Recherches Archéologiques Préventives (France), in the person of President Dominique Garcia, for the Celtic Tomb of Lavau; in 2017 to Peter Pfälzner, Director of the archaeological, for the Bronze Age city near the small Kurdish village of Bassetki; in 2018 to Benjamin Clement, the archaeologist leading the dig, for the “Little Pompeii” in Vienne (France); in 2019 to Jonathan Adams, Responsible of the Black Sea Maritime Archaeology Project (MAP) 
for the discovery of the most ancient intact shipwreck of the world.

The five archaeological discoveries of 2020 candidates for the victory of the seventh edition:
· Egypt: at Saqqara, Unesco World Heritage site 30 km south of Cairo, the finding of hundreds of sarcophagi;
· Germany: the truth on the Nebra Disk, the most analyzed find of the German archaeological history;
· Indonesia: on the island of Suwalesi the most ancient rock paintings with a red ochre boar of 45.500 years ago;
· Israel: in Jerusalem three rooms of 2.000 years ago hidden under the Wailing Wall;
· Italy: many discoveries in Pompeii, a Thermopolium, a ceremonial chariot, the Etruscan origins of the city.
Therefore, the 7th edition of the International Archaeological Discovery Award “Khaled al-Asaad” goes to the discovery of “hundreds of sarcophagi in the necropolis of Saqqara in Egypt”.

In November 2020, near the pyramid of Djoser (the first complete concrete structure existing in the world and the oldest step pyramid in all of Egypt), more than 100 sarcophagi, dating back to two eras, Ptolemy and Late Period, and more than 40 2,500 years old statues with golden masks and mummies, well preserved in 12 meters deep wells were discovered; this finding adds up to other ones, happened in the span of few months: in 3 burial wells, 10, 11 and 12 meters deep, 59 anthropomorphic and polychrome sarcophagi dating back to the 26th dynasty 2.600 years ago, arranged in different chambers, stacked one on top of the other and belonging to priests, high officials and prominent personalities of high society; 27 intact sarcophagi buried for more than 2,500 years and never opened, with excellently preserved wooden coffins, painted in bright colors, were found with other smaller artifacts, inside a well at the sacred site; 50 wooden sarcophagi in 52 burial pits, between 10 and 12 meters deep, which were part of the funerary temple dedicated to Queen Naert, wife of King Teti, the first pharaoh of the 6th dynasty of the Old Kingdom.


The Award will be assigned to Mostafa Waziry, Secretary-General of the Supreme Council of Antiquities of Egypt, on Friday, November 26that 18.00 at the presence of Fayrouz, archaeologist and daughter of Khaled al-Asaad, on the occasion of the 23rd Mediterranean Exchange of Archaeological Tourism. 

During the same Ceremony the archaeological discovery of 2019 winner of the 6th edition, but not presented as the Exchange in November 2020 was annulled because of the lockdown, will be awarded: Daniele Morandi Bonacossi, Director of the Italian Archaeological Mission to the Kurdistan Region of Iraq and Professor of Near Eastern Archaeology and Art History of the University of Udine for the discovery of “ten Assyrian rock reliefs depicting the gods of Ancient Mesopotamia at the site of Faida, 50 km from Mosul”.

Instead, the winner of the “Special Award” for the greatest consensus from the general public through the Facebook page of the Exchange, is the discovery of the “three rooms of 2.000 years ago under the Wailing Wall of Jerusalem”.

The 2021 edition of the Exchange will take place in Paestum at the new location of Cafasso Tobacco Factory, in addition to the Basilica, the National Museum, the Archaeological Park, from Thursday, November 25th to Sunday, November 28th.

For picture of the winning discovery: https://we.tl/t-U8FuwNLx4h
For more information: https://www.borsaturismoarcheologico.it/premio-khaled-al-asaad-2021/
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